io2	MEN, MOVEMENTS, AND MYSELF
Like the hero in the Border ballad, 'when our legs were beaten
under us we fought upon their stumps.1
But the Socialist movement did not sweep through the land in a
day or a year, and it is not easy to summarize the various phases of
its growth, I was privileged to stand beside the cradle of the new
cause almost as soon as it was born, and the popular journalistic
belief that it was derived from one source alone—the brain of Karl
Marx—is based on what is, at most, only a half-truth.
There were other contributing influences, the most powerful
being Henry George's book, Progress and Poverty, which had been
published in America in 1879. This unexpected, almost inspired,
assault on the old order created an enormous impression, and it
helped to give to the current Socialist propaganda a much needed
basis of reality. The earlier Socialists, such as Owen, had favoured
the idea of Utopian communities, the co-operators of the period
insisted that voluntary associations of producers and consumers
were the sure agents of better days, while a small number of feather-
headed Socialists were out-and-out revolutionaries. Henry George
suggested a novel method by which wealth could be distributed
more equitably, and be made to serve public rather than private
ends. He showed that it was not necessary to have a violent
revolution in order to destroy the power of the landlord; he could
be deprived of his ill-gotten gains by the comparatively painless
method of taxation. The propaganda which followed the publi-
cation of the book had an instant success; that it alarmed the land-
lord class was evident to the blindest politician in the land; and
that the fear which was then aroused has not since been dispelled
is shown by their alert hostility to every proposal designed to make
the land bear a more equitable share of the public burden of
taxation.
I have already explained why this doctrine of the single tax,
which attracted me both by its novelty and its promise, did not
retain its early grip on my imagination. Its central proposition
was that the land alone should bear the burden of taxation, allowing
other monopolies to go scot-free, and it therefore touched only a
small portion of the taxable wealth of the community. The book
had, however, an immediate and powerful influence on the minds of
Socialist thinkers, and 'from Henry George I think it may be taken
that the early Fabians learned to associate the new gospel with the
old political method/ x
E. R. Pease, History of the Fabian Society, p. 21,

